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FBC Family, 

 
     We want to take this opportunity to provide you with an update 
concerning the rapidly-changing status of COVID-19 (Coronavirus) and the 
approach we are taking in response to it. Yesterday, March 12th, Indiana 
Governor Eric Holcomb, in coordination with the Indiana State Department 
of Health, announced a series of important recommendations to protect 
public health and slow the rate of transmission of the virus. In addition to 
the recommendations for gatherings, individuals over 60 years of age or 
those with a known underlying health issue have been strongly 
encouraged to limit public exposure. 

 
     As church leaders, our goal is always to emphasize the importance and 
value of gathering together as believers (Heb. 10:25). However, God has 
also called us to exercise wisdom and love in the care of our congregation. 
In light of this, we have been prayerfully considering how the Lord would 
have us to navigate this current situation.   

 
     Therefore, for this Sunday, March 15, 2020, in addition to canceling all 
ministry events and meetings until further notice, First Baptist Church will 
not gather in person for our morning worship services. We believe this to 
be the most wise and loving course of action for our particular 
congregation. We are continuing to closely monitor the latest information 
and guidance from public health officials, and we will communicate that as 
it becomes available. Due to the ever-changing nature of the situation, our 
current plan is to consider our approach on a week-to-week basis.  

 
     With that said, although we will not be gathering to worship together in 
person this Lord’s Day, we will be providing both a traditional and modern 
online worship service on Sunday morning. Online giving options will also 
be available. Additional information on these opportunities will be provided 
soon. 

 
     In the midst of these unprecedented events, let us remember that while 
they may have taken us by surprise, the Lord’s sovereignty and 
foreknowledge knows no limit. He is never uncertain about what happens 
or what is to come, because He is working all things for His glory and our 
good (Rom. 8:28). Don’t allow yourselves, for even a moment, to forget 
where your safety, protection, and hope is found. As the Psalmist 
declares:  

 
“Our soul waits for the Lord; 
He is our help and our shield. 
For our heart is glad in Him, 
because we trust in His holy name. 
Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, 
even as we hope in you.” 
 
(Psalm 33:20-22) 



Sermon Outline 

“The Freedom Found in Following” 
John 8:31-36 

1.  True disciples _____________________ in God’s Word. 

 v. 31 

 
2.  True disciples _____________________ freedom in the truth. 

 v. 32 

 
3.  True disciples ______________________ their need for freedom. 

 v. 33 

 
4.  True disciples _________________________ the nature of sin. 

 v. 34 

 
5.  True disciples _________________ that Christ has set them free. 

 v. 35-36 

Notes: 



Order of Worship                          March 15, 2020 

Family Matters                                                                   Pastor Kevin Hay 

Opening Songs and Responsive Words 

“Worthy of Worship” 

Worthy of worship, worthy of praise,  

worthy of honor and glory; 

Worthy of all the glad songs we can sing,  

worthy of all of the offerings we bring. 

You are worthy, Father, Creator.   

You are worthy, Savior, Sustainer. 

You are worthy, worthy and wonderful;  

worthy of worship and praise. 

Worthy of reverence, worthy of fear,  

worthy of love and devotion; 

Worthy of bowing and bending of knees,  

worthy of all this and added to these… 

 Leader:  Christ has opened the door of eternity!  

   All:  The Light of Life streams into every corner. 

   Leader:  Fear and shame flee like shadows before dawn. 

   All:  Arise! Shine! Our Light has come! 

 Leader:  Lift up your eyes and look around!  

   All:  The Lord is our everlasting Light. 

“Glorious Day (Living He Loved Me)” 

One day when heaven was filled with His praises,  

one day when sin was as black as could be. 

Jesus came forth to be born of a virgin,  

dwelt among men, my example is He.  

The Word became flesh and the light shined among us,  

His glory revealed. 

Living, He loved me, dying, He saved me;  

buried He carried my sins far away.  

Rising, He justified freely forever;  

one day He’s coming, O glorious day!  

O glorious day! 



One day they led Him up Calvary’s mountain. 

One day they nailed Him to die on a tree. 

Suffering anguish, despised and rejected. 

Bearing our sins, my Redeemer is He. 

Hands that healed nations stretched out 

on a tree and took the nails for me.  Living, He loved… 

Hymn #147              “And Can It Be” 

Offertory Prayer        

Offertory              “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”                   Caryl Bailey 

Response                      “Ancient Words”    

Words of life, words of hope  

give us strength, help us cope.   

In this world where e’er we roam,  

ancient words will guide us home. 

Ancient words, ever true,  

changing me and changing you.  

 We have come with open hearts.   

O let the ancient words impart. 
 

Scripture                    John 8: 31-36 

Sermon          “The Freedom Found in Following”         Pastor Kevin Hay 

Hymn #299           “Eternal God, May We Be Free” 

Benediction                                           Pastor Kevin Hay 

Postlude              “O Come and Sing Unto the Lord”                     Caryl Bailey   

 

 

 
 
 



Life Application Questions 

“The Freedom Found in Following” 
 John 8:31-36  

 
1. What are three marks of a genuine disciple? And, in your own life, how 

do you keep from thinking of these marks as requirements for salvation 

vs. evidence of salvation?  

 

2. What does it mean to abide in Jesus’ Word? (v. 31) Discuss the 

implications and challenges of doing so.  

 

3. How should we respond when we see something in the Bible we don’t 

like or don’t understand? 

 

4. How can truth, and knowing it, set you free? What can the truth of Jesus 

set you free from?  

 

5. Reflecting upon God’s grace offered in the gospel, how significant is it to 

be transformed from being a slave of sin to a child of God?  

 

6.  What is one aspect of this week’s text that impacted you the most?  

Next Sunday’s Sermon Text:  John 8:37-47  
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Calendar 

PRAYER GUIDES are now available by email.  To receive the pray guide 
of to submit a request, please email prayer@firstbaptistrichmond.com. 

PRAYER QUILT MINISTRY: The PQM gives us the opportunity to pray 
for those with specific needs. Prayer Quilt concerns can be found in the 
weekly Prayer Guide.  To request a prayer quilt, contact the church 
office (962-3074).   

Prayer Requests 

Traditional Worship: 146 Life Group Attendance: 100 

Modern Worship: 126 Mar. 7 UPWARD Games: 540 

 General Missions Building 

Weekly:    $5,783.72      $689.33    $225.33 

YTD: $64,858.76 $10,580.71 $3,385.33 

Attendance & Stewardship for Last Week 


